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cause will probably lead them sooner or later to Inde-
pendence. But they do not love us and at present have
no desire to become part of our Union. Another ground
of dissatisfaction is that the officers of the army, of whom
there are many, entertain a sovereign contempt for the
Canadians, and are at no pains to 'conceal it. In our
domestic politics there is nothing remarkable. Gen1 Jack-
son's reelection is considered as nearly certain. It is
mooted whether the rejection of Mr. Van Buren's ap-
pointment will do him more good or harm. I incline to
the former opinion. His partizans are exerting themselves
to make him Vice Pres*. But there is a bitter hostility to
him at the South, which makes his success doubtful. In
the congress the only topic very interesting to the public
is the tariff. The revenue is more than is wanted, and to
levy taxes solely to compel the Southerners to buy dear
of the eastern manufacturers what they could buy cheap
of Europeans, is revolting. All agree that the duties
should be reduced, but they cannot agree in the mode of
reducing them. Unfortunately the Southern people are
so violent and unreasonable that they drive from their
standard very many and very influential people in the
middle and eastern States who would gladly rally round
it. In Europe a dark cloud is lowering in the horizon.
When or where the storm will burst, I cannot foresee, but
it would be wonderful if the sky should clear up without
a storm. A spirit of discontent seems to pervade that
quarter of the world, and it is mingled with so much
rancor and malevolence that I look for its effects with as
much fear as hope. The present Governments are, I sup-
pose, bad enough, but is there reason to expect that the
revolutionary Governments which may succeed them will
be better? Is it not strange that from the time of Charle-

